
The Charity of Christ Compels Us: 

Erected 1963, First In The World Named After Mother Seton 

1377 East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 

November 30, 2014 Advent 1 

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Fr. Robert A. Quarato, Administrator Rev. Mr. Richard Juliano, Deacon, Plant Manager 
Rev. Fr. Brian Graebe, Parochial Vicar Rev. Mr. Michael F. Wilson, Deacon  
Rev. Fr. S. Kulandairajan, Parochial Vicar Rev. Mr. Matthew Reiman, Seminarian Deacon 

     
Sr. Gabriel Miriam, S.C., Regional School Principal Ms. Noreen Donnellan, Parish Council President 
Mrs. Sara Koshofer, Religious Education Coordinator Mr. Edward Murgia, Finance Council Chairman 
Ms. Lana Kollath, Director of Sacred Music and Organist Mrs. Janet Angelillo, Lay Trustee 
 Mrs. Gwen Briggs, Lay Trustee     

Celebration of the Eucharist  
THE LORD’S DAY Monday-Friday, 7:00AM, 9:00AM 
Saturday: 5:30PM (Birthday Blessing, 1st Sat) Saturday, 9:00AM  
Sunday: 7:00 (no music), 8:00, 9:30 (Family Mass) Morning Prayer: Monday-Saturday 8:45AM 
11:00 AM (Solemn Choir Mass), 12:30 PM For Holy Day schedule, consult bulletin   
          

Parish  Contacts  
PARISH SCHOOL          RELIGIOUS EDUCATION    RECTORY 
(914) 528-3563    (914) 528-8553      (914) 528-3547 
FAX: (914) 528-0341   E-mail  setonre@bestweb.net                      FAX: (914) 528-4216 
 
 
E-mail  seton@bestweb.net                  Website http://www.seton-parish.org 
       

Handicapped accessible 
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Anointing of the Sick/Eucharist for the Homebound 
     Contact a priest for ministry to the sick and aged at home or at a  
     local healthcare facility.  Upon request, the Eucharist  will be  
     brought to any Catholic who is seriously ill or homebound. 
Confirmation 
     Baptized adults who have never received First Eucharist 
     and/or Confirmation should contact a priest to complete 
     their Christian Initiation through the RC.I.A. process. 
Holy Orders/Religious Vocations 
     A pastoral staff member is always ready to discuss the prospect  
     of a vocation to the priesthood or religious life. 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS 
Baptism/Becoming a Catholic 
 Adults (RCIA): call the rectory for information 
 Infants: Parent Instructions, 2nd Saturday, 11:00am 
 Celebrations: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sun., 1:30; 4th Sat, Noon  
Reconciliation 
 Sat. 4-5:30PM; Thurs. 9:30AM 
 Other times: upon request. 
Marriage 
 The Sacrament of Matrimony requires specific preparation.  
 Contact a priest one year before the planned ceremony.  
 Archdiocesan marriage instruction is mandatory. 

POPULAR DEVOTIONS 
Eucharistic Adoration (Suspended for July and August) 
 Monday-Friday, Our Lady Memorial Chapel, 12:00-3PM 
 First Friday, 12:00-6:00PM 
 First  Saturday, 9:30-10:30AM 

Novenas, following 9:00AM Mass 
 Monday, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Parish Patroness 
 Thursday, Miraculous Medal 
Recitation of the Rosary, Our Lady Memorial Chapel,. After 9:00 Masses, daily 

ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
OR  ARE YOU AN ADULT WHO WOULD LIKE TO 

 RECEIVE COMMUNION AND/OR CONFIRMATION?  
Please speak to Fr. Quarato if you are interested. RCIA Meets 
on Tuesday evenings from 7:30PM to 9PM in the Chapel. 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING  
CONTINUES! 

SETON Boys and Girls who signed up to be altar servers must 
complete one of each of the FIVE remaining sessions to be 
held in the church.  TRAINING SESSIONS: 
Mondays:  3:30 – 5:00 PM 
Thursdays:  3:30 – 5:00 PM 
Saturdays:  1:30-3PM. 
DATES (All server candidates must attend one of each ses-
sion):  
SESSION  4 - 12/1 or 12/4 or 12/6  

5 - 12/8 or 12/11 or 12/13 
6 - 1/5 or 1/8 or 1/10 

Cub Scout “Giving Tree” 
The parish “Giving Tree” is set up in the church vestibule this 
weekend.  If you would like to participate, please choose an 
ornament form the tree, purchase a gift (each ornament will 
have suggestions for a specific child), wrap the gift and attach 
the ornament to the outside of the package.  Seton Cub Scouts 
will be collecting the gifts during all Masses during the weekend 
of Dec. 13th/14th.  Gifts will be distributed through the Fami-
ly Program at Westchester Institute for Human Development 
and will benefit children in foster care throughout Westchester 
County.  The children who have received gifts in past years and 
their families have been so appreciative of the generosity shown 
by our parish. Please contact Kathleen Kaiser, 914-245-
0597 or  kmkaiser@optonline.net with any questions. 

Cardinal’s Appeal 
2014 Goal: $118,000.00 
Total Pledged to date: $136,179.08 
Rebate to SETON (60% received over goal): $8,505.05 
Thank you for making this Appeal a great success! 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all who supported the HandCrafting Jus-
tice/Catholic Relief Services Fair Trade sale last week-
end.  Please remember that these products and many more 
are available year round from www.handcraftingjustice.org 
and www.crsfairtrade.org.  It’s always a good time of year to 
support our disadvantaged brothers and sisters through Fair 
Trade!  (CRS Fair Trade will also have a table at the Christ-
mas Fair, Dec. 6th.) 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
St. Augustine Church, 381 N. Highland Ave., Ossining, will have 
Veneration of the Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
on Thursday, Dec. 4th from 9:00am to 7:00 pm. 

Fr. Lodi’s 40th Anniversary 
Fr. George Lodi will celebrate his 40th anniversary of or-
dination to the priesthood next Sunday, December 7th.  If 
you would like to send him your well wishes, his address is: 
St. Margaret of Cortona Church, 6000 Riverdale Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10471.  We congratulate him and thank him for 
his many years of service to our parish. 

The Wisdom of  
Archbishop Fulton Sheen  

"If you do not live what you believe, you will end up believing 
what you live."  

Christmas Concert 
Next Sunday, December 7th at 3:00pm, join Assump-
tion Church in Peekskill for an afternoon of glorious Christ-
mas music starring Mary Mancini, Marion Tacca, and the Vic-
tor Lionti String Quartet.  Adults, $17, Seniors, $15, Under 
17, $7. More info? 914-737-2071. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

  5:30  Nelson, Eleanor & Robert Hanks 
Sun Nov 30 First Sunday of Advent 
 7:00  Harold Whalen 
 8:00  People of Seton Parish 
 9:30  Denis Fahey, Michael Thomas,  
   Kathleen & Anthony Gregorio 
 11:00  Jessica Marone 
 12:30  Dec’d Mbrs Cook & Lavezzoli Families 
Mon Dec 1   Advent Weekday 
 7:00  Dominic Jacopino  
 9:00  Antonia Gusmano 
Tue Dec 2   Advent Weekday 
 7;00  Garrett McKeon 
 9:00  Dec’d Mbrs Paciullo Family 
Wed Dec 3   St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
 7:00  Harold Whalen 
 9:00  Rose & Peter Marchese 
Thurs Dec 4   Advent Weekday/St. John Dama- 
   scene, Priest & Church Doctor 
 7:00  Lorraine Claffey 
 9:00  Tommy Monnelly 
Fri Dec 5   Advent Weekday 
 7:00  Robert P. Campo, Jr. 
 9:00  Eleanor Brown 
Sat Dec 6   Advent Weekday/St. Nicholas, Bishop 
 9:00  Nikola Djonovic (living) & Nik Karaqi 
   
 5:30  Andrew Amendola 
Sun Dec 7   Second Sunday of Advent 
 7:00  Frederick Niebler 
 8:00  Antonia Gusmano 
 9:30  People of Seton Parish 
 11:00  Ron D’Alessandro 
 12:30  George Kinsley 

WEEKLY MEMORIALS (3) 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp, indicating the Real Presence, burns 
in honor of the Groccia Family. 
 
The Eternal Flame in Our Lady Memorial Chapel, burning 
in memory of deceased children, and those lost on Septem-
ber 11, 2001, has been donated in memory of  
Robert P. Campo, Jr. 
 
The Sacramental Bread and Wine were donated in 
memory of Theresa & Frank Mondello. 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
As is our custom, a person’s name will appear for four weeks, 
after which it will be removed unless we hear from the family. 
Barbara Barreiro, Gloria Colbrook, Brynlee Davis, Edward Di-
Caprio, Mario Garzione, Linda Groccia, Kathleen Heffernan, 
Helen Hendrick, Marie Lazarz, Sophie Leary, Brad Lewis, Sr., 
Brandi Lewis, Dina Murphy, Ramona Olszewski, Mary O’Neill, 
Frank O’Rourke, Eric Powell, Jennie Salerno, Eugene Sheehan, 
Zachary Ziegelhofer 

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 
John L. Logan 

Select December Events 
Sat, Dec 6 Christmas Fair 
Mon, Dec 8 The Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
  “Night of Prayer” for Life 
Sat, Dec 13 Pre-Baptism Class 
Mon, Dec 15 Advent Reconciliation Monday 
Thu, Dec 25 Christmas Day-Rectory Closed 
Fri, Dec 26 Christmas Friday-Rectory Closed   
Second Collections: Seton Emergency Maintenance, Seton 
Christmas Flowers, Retirement Fund for Religious  

 
 
 

PARISHPAY – ELECTRONIC COLLECTION 
SUPPORT SETON WITH ONLINE DONATIONS 

*Make online donations with a credit card, debit card or 
check 
With ParishPay, you can make online donations (one-time, 
weekly, monthly or annually) with the payment method of 
your choice. 
*Manage your donations 
You decide how much to give to each parish and special 
collection throughout the year.  You can change your dona-
tion amount at any time. You can print out statements as 
needed. 
*Print out donation slips to place in the collection basket as 
you choose 
*Receive annual documentation for tax filing purposes 
*Plan Ahead 
ParishPay gives you the ability to schedule donations ac-
cording to your personal budget. 
ENROLLMENT BEGINS TODAY! 

“Night of Prayer for Life” 
On Monday, Nov. 8th, in solidarity with more than 800 
parishes throughout our nation, please join the Respect Life 
Committee in the chapel tonight from 8pm to 12am to 
pray for the defense of life at all of its stages.  The evening 
will include Eucharistic Adoration, recitation of the Rosary, 
music, prayers and periods of silence, concluding with the 
Benediction at midnight.  Come pray with us! 

Our Lady of Fatima 
The Seton Legion of Mary Fatima statue can be brought to 
any homebound parishioner for a week to pray with them 
and their family.  If interested, please call Loretta, 845-803-
7291. 
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Next Weekend 
Second Collection: Seton 

Dec. 6th/7th: Christmas Flowers 

Monthly Prayer Intentions of Pope Francis  
The Holy Father asks the people of the world to pray with 
him for the following during December:  
Christmas, hope for humanity. That the birth of the 
Redeemer may bring peace and hope to all people of good 
will. 
Parents. That parents may be true evangelizers, passing on 
to their children the precious gift of faith. 

Looking for that right person? 
www.catholicsingles.com 

Young Adult Outreach 
www.catholicnyc.com 

It’s Time to Come Home!  
www.CatholicsComeHome.org  

Cold/Flu Season – Some Precautions! 
In order to ensure the health and wellbeing of all, some 
precautions are advisable. If you are sick or showing 
symptoms of a cold/flu please remain at home for your 
own wellbeing and for the wellbeing of others in our par-
ish family. There is no obligation to attend Mass if you are 
ill.  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are to 
use the available hand sanitizer before entering the sanc-
tuary to assist in the distribution of Holy Communion. As 
a general rule, close contact with others is best avoid-
ed.  At the sign of peace, consider a kind word, bow, nod 
or wave instead of shaking hands.  Hand shaking is not 
required. Avoiding close contact with others will go a 
long way in helping prevent the spread of the common 
cold/flu. Thank you for your cooperation! 

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON 
SCHOOL ALUMNI 

In anticipation of Seton School’s 50th anniversary in 2015-16, 
we are searching for all Seton graduates and alumni.  If you 
are a Seton alumnus, parent, relative, friend, spread the word 
and send full contact information to SetonShrubOakA-
lumni@outlook.com or call Christopher Campo, 845-
526-2363.  Find us on Facebook:  “Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
School Alumni, Shrub Oak, NY.” 

Pregnant? Need Help? 
Are you pregnant, or do you know of someone who is preg-
nant, and could use some help?  Call Birthright at 914-737-
0344, or 1-800-550-4900. 

Veterans & Active Military 
San Alfonso Retreat House in Long Branch, NJ, is hosting a 
“Hope and Healing” retreat, January 2nd, 4:00pm 
through January 4th, 12:00pm.  They welcome men and 
women to begin a new year of hope and healing with confer-
ences, rituals, and personal time.  Cost of $200 includes all 
meals, activities, and accommodations for the weekend.  For 
reservations, call 732-222-2731, or email, in-
fo@sanalfonsoretreats.org. 

And the winner is . . . 
The winner of our November 50/50 Raffle, whose name 
was drawn Monday at noon by a Seton School _th grader, is 
Joan Albanese.  She won $540.50, 50% of the ticket sales.  
Congratulations! 

First & Third Sundays 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Next Sunday, December 7th, following the Opening Pray-
er at the 9:30AM Family Mass, we invite youngsters, ages 
4 to 7, to come to Our Lady Memorial Chapel for a Chil-
dren’s Liturgy of the Word.  Parents of little ones may accom-
pany them. 

First Saturday 

December “Birthday Blessing” 
Next Saturday, December 6th, at the 5:30PM Mass, a 
birthday blessing and a present will be given to our little ones 
who celebrate their birthdays in December. 

Mass Cards, etc. 
On Monday, December 1st at 9:30AM, the following 
will be available in the rectory:  1) Mass Intentions for 
June 2015;   2) “Memorial Offerings for the Bread and 
Wine”,  “Tabernacle Lamp” and/or Chapel “Eternal 
Flame” for January 2015.  

Eucharistic Adoration 
On First Friday, Dec. 5th, we will have Eucharistic Adora-
tion in Our Lady Memorial Chapel from noon until 6:00 
PM.  On First Saturday, Dec. 6th, we will have Exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament after the 9AM Mass, in the 
Chapel.  Deacon Richard Juliano will lead us in prayer. 

Pray with Us! 
Come join the Medjugorie Rosary Guild in praying 3 
Mysteries of the Rosary for “fallen-away” Catholics, and the 
conversion of sinners and unbelievers on the 2nd day of each 
month at 5:00 AM in the church. See you Mon., Sep. 2nd. 
Info? Call Joan 914-526-6538 or Dina 914-734-1122. 

First Saturday Children’s Rosary 
On Saturday, Dec. 6th, all children of the parish are invited 
to join us in the church at 4:45pm to pray the rosary. 

Reconciliation Monday 
Consider preparing for the celebration of the Nativity of 
Our Lord (Christmas) by making “a good confession.” 
You and your families are welcome to come to our church  
on Monday, December 15th, between the hours of 4:00 and 
8:00 PM to be reconciled with our Lord. 
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DECEASED PARISHIONERS 
Parishioners who “passed from this life to the next” during 
the week of November 29th in previous years:  Mary Far-
rell, John Stephens, Mary Dillon, Jaclyn Ayala, Alfred Della 
Sala, Hertha Tartaglia, James Robarts, Patricia Lissner, 
Edythe E. Byrne, Mary B. Grady, Frank A. Daniels, Joseph 
D’Moch, Anne Cronin, Karl Robstad, Catherine Palmeri, 
James Feely, Thomas Hayes, Teresa Mondello, Alexander 
Homancsek, Harry Habeck, Frank Russo, Dominick 
Berardi, Mary Ellen Coombs, Joan Riesenkonig, Thomas 
DeSimone, Frances Mary Saxe, John P. Young, Vasta Ro-
sario, Mildred M. Sharp, Frances Lent, Richard 
Harominek, Biagio Antonucci, Joseph Schiavone, Donald 
M. Mierisch, Bill Gamble, Joanne Jiminez, Patrick Coffey, 
James Detunce, Arthur Dunne, Bernard Colleary, Ida 
Cancro, Margaret Lyons, Valerie Loos, Anthony Tauriello, 
Helen Campbell, Francis Lawler, Margaret Holmes, Frank 
Swed, Thomas Steczkowski, Ann Santini, Anna Casale, 
Jennie Suleski 

BULLETIN SPOTLIGHT 
 

This week, Seton Parish highlights Frankie & Augie’Z 
Ristorante & Pizzeria and Top Notch Tree Inc. whose ad-
vertisements at the rear of our bulletin, along with nearly 100 oth-
er local businesses, make possible the printing of this parish bulletin 
by the John Patrick Publishing Company, 52 weeks a year.  When 
the need arises, please patronize our advertisers. 

A Note about Becoming Sponsors 
For Baptism and Confirmation 

It is a great honor to be asked to be a sponsor for Baptism 
or Confirmation.  The role of a “godparent” is to be an 
“other parent” in matters of our holy Faith.  That is why 
sponsors must be practicing Catholics, 16 years of age or 
older, having received Confirmation and currently living a 
good Christian moral life.  If the sponsor is married, that 
person must be in a valid Church marriage.  One sponsor 
is required for Confirmation.  It is customary to have two 
for Baptism, in which case one must be male and the oth-
er female.  A nominated sponsor is asked to get certification 
from his/her current parish.  This is a declaration by a priest/
deacon that the individual is qualified to be a sponsor ac-
cording to Church Law.  To be so certified, the individual 
must be a current parishioner of the particular parish where 
the certification is being sought, and be known to the priest/
deacon as being a faithful practicing Catholic, attending Mass 
there regularly.  Unfortunately, at times, family members or 
friends are chosen to be sponsors with good intentions, but 
are found to be ineligible according to Church Law.  Also, 
more and more, people seem to think that they are still 
“parishioners” of their childhood parish, where they attend-
ed school or received sacraments years ago, while no longer 
living in the area or attending Mass there regularly.  It is im-
portant for all individuals to be active members of their local 
Catholic faith communities.  The unfortunate fact is that 
some are neither practicing Catholics nor faithful members 
of a parish family, and are thereby ineligible to become spon-
sors.  Like all other things in life, individual choices bring con-
sequences.  Here, at Seton, Certificates of Sponsor-
ship are given by the pastor to registered members 
of the parish who are practicing Catholics and who 
meet the above criteria.  Please see the pastor after 
Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday to inquire 
about getting a certificate.  

Catholic Infertility  
Support Group for Women 

If you are facing infertility and long for some guidance and 
support, please join St. Patrick Church, Yorktown Heights,  
for an introductory meeting tomorrow, Monday, Dec. 1st 
from 7:30-8:30pm in the Parish Center, Room 101.  RSVP 
by Nov. 28th to toni.saintpats@gmail.com. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  
AND LECTOR TRAINING 

After Christmas, we will begin training sessions for Lectors 
and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. A candi-
date must be Catholics at least 14 years of age to become a 
Lector / 18 years of age to become a Eucharistic Minister, 
having received First Holy Communion and Confirmation.  
The candidate must be leading a life of faith in keeping with 
the function to be assumed, not bound by any canonical pen-
alty legitimately imposed or declared, be reverential, respect-
ful of his/her faith, and of good moral character; and if mar-
ried, be in a valid marriage according to the law of the Cath-
olic Church. Lectors should possess the necessary ability and 
talents to proclaim the Word of God in a clear, dignified, and 
effective manner.  Extraordinary Ministers who will bring 
Holy Communion to the sick should be able to minister to 
the sick in a compassionate, prayerful, and sensitive way. 
They should possess psychological maturity and the ability to 
keep confidences, not discussing indiscriminately the condi-
tion of patients or their homes. Many signed up on Ministry 
Weekend.  If you did not sign up then, and are interested, 
please call the rectory.  Questions? Please see Fr. Quarato. 
Working together to serve the Seton Family. 

Mass for Couples  
Experiencing Infertility & Miscarriage 

On Friday, Dec. 12th at 6:30pm, St. Patrick Church, 
Yorktown, will hold a special Mass for couples experiencing 
infertility and miscarriage. The Mass is sponsored by the 
Family and Respect Life Office, The Gianna Center NYC, 
and St. Patrick Church.  Following Mass they will have the 
Miraculous Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and 
relics of St. Gianna Beretta Molla for veneration.  

BANNS OF MATRIMONY 
Please remember in your prayers those who are to be 
joined in the Sacrament of Marriage in the next few weeks: 

Announcement 1: 
Kyle Ferry & Christine Chiara 



 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
          Annual 

Christmas Fair 

                                     
        Saturday, December 6th  
            9:30am – 4:00pm  

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School 
1375 East Main St., Shrub Oak 

 

                 Over  50  Vendors 
            Fresh Wreaths, Handcrafted items, 

      Jewelry, Ornaments, Bake Sale 
       Sports Memorabilia, Raffles,        

               Santa, and much more.                                    

Snacks & Drinks 
         Proceeds from the sale of these 

     go directly to the School 
 

              For additional information call 
                     914-528-3563 weekdays 9am-3pm      

444 – Page 6 



The Spirit of Advent 
 

Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, anticipation, preparation, and longing.  There is a yearning for 
deliverance from the evils of the world, first expressed by Israelite slaves in Egypt as they cried out from 
their bitter oppression.  It is the cry of those who have experienced the tyranny of injustice in a world 
under the curse of sin, and yet who have hope of deliverance by a God who has heard the cries of 
oppressed slaves and brought deliverance!  It is that hope, however faint at times, and that God, however 
distant He sometimes seems, that brings to the world the anticipation of a King who will rule with truth, 
justice and righteousness over His people and in His creation.  It is that hope that once anticipated, and 
now anticipates anew, the reign of an Anointed One, a Messiah, who will bring peace, justice and 
righteousness to the world. 
 

Part of the expectation also anticipates a judgment on sin and a calling of the world to accountability 
before God.  We long for God to come and set the world right!  Yet, as the prophet Amos warned, the 
expectation of a coming judgment at the "Day of the Lord" may not be the day of light that we might want, 
because the penetrating light of God’s judgment on sin will shine just as brightly on God’s people. 
 

The time of judgment is at hand.  That is why we are reminded of the cry of St. John the Baptist:  “Repent, 
Make straight the way for the Lord!”  Because of this important truth, the Season of Advent has been a 
time of fasting and penitence for sins similar to the Season of Lent, however, with a different emphasis. 
Advent has come to be celebrated more in terms of expectation or anticipation.  Yet, the anticipation of 
the Coming of the Messiah throughout the Old Testament and Judaism was not just in connection with 
remembrance of sins.  It was also in the context of oppression and injustice, the longing for redemption, 
not just from personal guilt and sin, but also from the systemic evil of the world expressed in evil empires 
and tyrants.  It is in that sense that all creation groans for its redemption as we witness the evil that so 
dominates our world (Rom 8:18-25). 
 

Of course, there is the problem of longing for vindication from an evil world when we are contributors to 
that evil.  This is the power of the images of Amos when he warns about longing for the "Day of the Lord" 
that will really be a day of darkness (Amos 5:18-20).  Still, even with Amos’ warning, the time of Advent is 
one of expectation and anticipation, a longing for God's actions to restore all things and vindicate the 
righteous.  This is why during Advent we as Christians also anticipate the Second Coming as a twin theme 
of the season.  So, while we focus on penitence during Advent, the spirit of that expectation from the Old 
Testament is captured with a joyous sense of expectancy.  Rather than a time of Lenten mourning and 
sorrowful fasting, Advent is celebrated as a time of glad purification and joyful longing as we await the 
coming of the King. 
 

So, we celebrate with gladness the great promise in Advent, yet knowing that there is also a somber tone 
as the theme of judgment is added to the theme of promise.  This is reflected in some of the Scripture 
readings for Advent in which there is a strong prophetic tone of accountability and judgment on sin.  But, 
this is also faithful to the role of the Coming King, who comes to rule, save, and judge the world. 
 

Because of the dual themes, Advent is a time of preparation that is marked by prayer and personal 
sacrifice.  While Lent is characterized by fasting and a spirit of penitence, Advent’s prayers are prayers of 
humble devotion and commitment, prayers of submission, prayers for deliverance, prayers from those 
walking in darkness who are awaiting and anticipating a great light (Is 9)! 
 

The spirit of Advent is expressed well in the parable of the bridesmaids who are anxiously awaiting the 
coming of the Bridegroom (Matt 25:1-13).  There is profound joy at the Bridegroom’s expected coming, 
and yet a warning of the need for preparation echoes through the parable.  But even then, the prayer of 
Advent is still:  Come, O Come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel! 
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Parish Men’s Retreat : Jan. 9-11, 2015  
 

Mount Alvernia Retreat Center in Wappingers Falls, NY. 
(website: www.mtalvernia.org) 

 

 The weekend is run by the Franciscan Friars. 
 While the weekend has a number of activities, each person is 

encouraged to spend the weekend as best suits him. 
 It includes Mass, conferences and workshops. 
 It offers opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 The bedrooms are private, which allows for plenty of time for quiet 

introspection & prayer. 
 

 All men are invited, so please consider joining us this year. 
 Feel encouraged to invite someone who needs a retreat. 
 Arrival time is 6 PM on Friday, concluding Sunday after lunch. 
 Carpools to & from Seton are available. 
 The total cost for the weekend is $175 (this is the “recommended” 

donation). 
 

A Retreat makes a great Christmas gift for someone who is hard to 
shop for! 
 

Any questions, feel free to contact the Retreat Team:   Tom Engelhart (914-
245-9391) or Walt Krisa (914-248-5192). 
 

 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
 

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Men’s Retreat : Jan. 9-11 
 

I would like to reserve a spot on your Men’s retreat.  A check for 
$25 is enclosed to reserve my spot. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 
   ____________________________________________________ 

 
Phone #: ___________________________________ 
 
Email address: _________________________________________________ 
Please mail it to: 

Mount Alvernia Retreat Center  
Delavergne Ave. 
P.O. Box 858  
Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 12590-0858 
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